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Since 1975 Haxtun, Colorado Corn Festival seCtion

Sept. 24, 2022
7-9 a.m. ... Firemen’s Breakfast
8 a.m. ..............Scholarship Run
9:45 a.m. ............ Kiddie Parade 
10 a.m. ..........................................
........101st Corn Festival Parade

ALL DAY EVENTS:
Flower Show, Kiddie Land, 

Food Court & Vendors
11 a.m. ............Little Mr. & Miss 
................ Corn Festival Contest
Noon-11 p.m. ...............................
................. Beer Garden with DJ

ID REQUIRED! 
NO ENTRY UNDER 21!

Noon  ......................FFA Auction
Noon ....................... Tractor Pull
Noon-4 p.m. ............. Quilt Show 
1 p.m.....................Street Games
1-4 p.m. .....................Crop Show
2-4 p.m. ...........Alumni Meeting
5-7 p.m. ....Swimming Pool BBQ

Sept. 25, 2022
9 a.m. ...................... Gymkhana 
10 a.m. ..........Golf Tournament 
10 a.m. ....Antique Tractor Pull 
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By Jean Gray and Candie Fix 
candie@hfherald.com

 For all of Fran Gilliland’s 101 
years, she’s lived in a small town.  
Fran was born in rural northeast 
Nebraska and later moved with 
her husband, Keith, and then two 
high school aged daughters to 
Haxtun where she continues to 
reside today, at home, with the 
help of her daughter Cindy.  Fran 
turned 101 on Sept. 8 and in just 
two weeks, she will lead the pa-
rade as Grand Marshal of the 101st 
annual Haxtun Corn Festival.  An 
honor just one Haxtun citizen 
holds; being the same age as the 
community’s most popular day of 
the year. 
 “My parents loved to travel 
but they especially loved coming 
home to a small town,” Fran’s 
daughter Cindy recalled of her 
parents’ life together on the day 
of her mother’s 101st birthday.  

“They just engrossed themselves 
in Haxtun when we moved here 
and Corn Festival is a big deal for 
Haxtun and it’s something they 
never missed.”
 Fran was born in Plainview, 
Neb. on Sept. 8, 1921.  Her first 
memory recalls when she was 
about three and one-half years old 
and her parents, Joseph and Ethel 
(Allen) Ruzicka, hired a photogra-
pher to come to the house to take 
pictures of her and her brother 
Robert "Bob" Ruzicka, who was 
about eight years old at the time.  
She remembers the photographer 
setting up a bunch of chairs in the 
family's living room.  "He sat us in 
those chairs the way he wanted us 
to be and took several pictures."  
She still has one of the resulting 
photographs of herself.
 Fran attended both elementary 
and high school in Plainview.  She 
graduated from Plainview High 
School in 1939 then received a 
scholarship to Doane University 
in Crete, Neb., where she studied 
vocal music and English with 
plans to teach.
 Keith and Fran met while both 
attending Doane.  Keith, who was 
a year ahead of Fran, attended on 
an athletic scholarship with an 
emphasis in basketball and track.  
"He asked me to play bridge," she 
said to explain how they met.  "Ev-
erybody was playing bridge.  That 
was the game of the time.  So, he 
asked me if I played.  When I said 
yes, he said 'would you like to be 
my partner?'  I said OK and that's 
how we met.  Then he asked me 
to go to the movies and one thing 
led to another and then the war 
came."
 Keith put his education and his 
plans to marry Fran on hold in 

the winter of 1942 when he join 
the United States Navy with the 
idea of becoming a fighter pilot.  
He then spent a year in Pensacola, 
Fla., where he earned his wings 
and a commission.  Fran flew to 
Florida a month before Keith re-
ceived his commission and stayed 
with a Navy Chaplin and his wife 
until the wedding.  The Chaplin 
performed the wedding ceremony 
on Feb. 16, 1943 in a small chapel 
on the Pensacola Navy Base.  "We 
had to wait until he became an of-
ficer before we could get married," 
said Fran.  "The Navy only wanted 
single men to train as fighter pi-
lots.  So, in the morning he became 
an ensign and that night we got 
married."
 After the wedding, she and 
Keith purchased a 1934 Ford 
Coupe for $150.  "We drove that 
thing to Chicago.  That was the 
next place he was stationed."  
Keith became a pilot the day he 
and Fran married, but then he be-
gan advanced training.  "Chicago 
is where he learned to land on a 
ship," said Fran.  "They put an old 
ship out there on Lake Michigan 
and that's where the first students 
learned to land on water."
 Keith's advanced training took 
he and Fran from place to place 
over the next nine months.  Those 
places included, Miami, Illinois, 
Seattle and the deserts of Cali-
fornia.  He learned to fly at night 
in California and qualified as a 
fighter pilot aboard a carrier on 
Lake Michigan.  Fran said Keith 
learned quickly enough that he 
was soon able to take a 30-day 
leave.  "We went to Nebraska to 
see my parents and then to South 
Dakota to visit Keith's parents.  

Corn Festival & Fran Gilliland turn 101

Grand Marshal
Fran Gilliland (See Gilliland, page 10)
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Come see us from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
on Corn Festival Saturday, Sept. 24!

Grand Opening !
 The annual Haxtun Corn 
Festival is slated for the 
last Saturday in September 
in downtown Haxtun.  This 
year’s event will take place 
on Sept. 24 and honor 
Grand Marshal Fran Gil-
liland who celebrated her 
101st birthday on Sept. 8, 
just two weeks before the 
101st Corn Festival.  This 
year’s theme is “Pulling 
Together Since 1909.” 
 The Haxtun Corn Festi-
val, sponsored each year 
by the Haxtun Chamber 

Day full of family fun planned 
for 101st annual Corn Festival

of Commerce, opens again 
this year with the Hax-
tun Volunteer Fireman’s 
pancake breakfast at the 
fire hall at the corner of 
North Colorado Avenue 
and Strohm Street.  Serv-
ing begins at 7 a.m.
 The annual J. Jeffryes 
Memorial run/walk lines 
up at 8 a.m. along Colorado 
Avenue.  This event raises 
money for scholarships 
awarded each year to grad-
uating seniors of Haxtun 
High School.  Organizers 

announce winners of the 
run at 8:30 a.m. on the 
main stage. 
 Also at 8:30 am., line 
up for the parade begins 
in the elementary grade 
school parking lot on 
North Colorado Avenue.  
Participants can register 
for the parade at the Hax-
tun Community Center.  
Float judging takes place 
at 9:15 a.m.
 The Kiddie Parade will 
kick off the 101st annual 
Haxtun Corn Festival pa-
rade at 9:45 a.m. followed 
by the parade at 10 a.m.  
Kiddie Parade line up oc-
curs at the Berean Bible 
Church in the north park-
ing lot. 
 Other events and activi-
ties throughout the day 
include Lil’ Mr. and Miss 
Corn Festival Contest, FFA 
member auction, Johnny 
Miller Memorial Tractor 
Pull, High Plains Heri-
tage Quilters Quilt Show, 
street games, Chuck Allen 
Memorial Crop and Gar-
den Show, Violet Mae An-
derson Memorial Flower 
Show, kiddie land, Haxtun 
High School Alumni meet-
ing, food court, vendors 
and more. 
 The Festival will also 
feature a beer garden lo-
cated in downtown Hax-
tun south of Points West 
Community Bank lawn.  
The beer garden opens at 
noon and will serve until 
11 p.m.  The beer garden 
will feature music from 
DJ Gary Wisdom.  ID will 
be required for entry into 
the beer garden; no excep-
tions.
 For more information 
on any Corn Festival 
events, find the Haxtun 
Corn Festival page on 
Facebook. 
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 Haxtun’s 101st annual 
Corn Festival parade kicks 
off at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 24 on main street.  
This year’s parade will 
honor Grand Marshal Fran 
Gilliland who will celebrat-
ed her 101st birthday on 

Sept. 8, just two weeks be-
fore the 101st Corn Festival.  
This year’s theme is “Pull-
ing Together Since 1909.”
 Lineup for the grand 
parade begins at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Haxtun Elementary 
School parking lot.  Judg-

ing takes place at 9:15 a.m. 
before the parade heads 
south down Colorado Av-
enue at 10 a.m.  The parade 
continues its route down 
Colorado Avenue, where 
it turns west just past the 
Haxtun Building Center. 

Parade set to head down Haxtun’s main street at 10 a.m.
 To open the parade, a 
trio of Haxtun community 
members including Jula 
Bornhoft, Jeri Anderson 
and Kristin Hadeen will 
sing the National Anthem 
as the Haxtun American 
Legion presents the colors.
 Categories for judging 
the parade include clubs 
and organizations, busi-
ness and youth.  There will 
also be judging and prize 
money for best saddle club, 
best horse and rider (both 
male and female) and best 
hitch/novelty.  The Sweep-
stakes winner receives 
$250.  First in each division 

receives $150, second in 
each division gets $100 and 
third in each division takes 
home $50. 
 Prize money for all con-
tests will be available at 
Town Hall the following 
week, beginning on Mon-
day, Sept. 26.
 John Chapdelaine will 
announce parade partici-
pants from the stage lo-
cated downtown. 
 Visit and like the Hax-
tun Corn Festival page on 
Facebook to keep up with 
all the event’s happenings 
and news.

 The annual Haxtun Corn 
Festival Kiddie Parade will 
again launch the regular 
parade on Saturday morn-

ing, Sept. 24.  Children are 
encouraged to decorate 
rides to this year’s theme, 
“Pulling Together Since 

1909.” as the Haxtun com-
munity celebrates the 101st 
annual Corn Festival. 
 The Kiddie Parade lines 
up north of the Haxtun 
Berean Church, located at 
the intersections of Bryan 
Street and Colorado Av-
enue, starting at 9:15 a.m., 
with judging at 9:30 a.m.  
Age categories for judging 
include: preschool and kin-
dergarten; first and second 
grades; third and fourth 
grades; and fifth grade 
and up, with first, second 
and third place awarded in 
each age group.  
 The Kiddie Parade heads 
south on Colorado Avenue 
at 9:45 a.m. to kick of this 
year’s parade. 
 The rule disallowing mo-
torized vehicles remains 
due to complaints about 
motorized vehicles in pre-
vious years.  The Haxtun 
Chamber of Commerce 
instituted a rule several 
years ago for safety rea-
sons, that any type of ma-
chine with a motor will 
not be permitted to enter 
the kiddie portion of the 
parade.  This includes mo-
torcycles, four wheelers 
and golf carts.  
 Small power wheel toys 
are allowed to enter the 
Kiddie Parade.  
 Each participant in the 
Kiddie Parade receives a 
ribbon and one dollar fol-
lowing judging. 

Children encouraged to take part 
in annual Corn Fest kiddie parade

Haxtun, (970) 774-7186
Julesburg , (970) 474-2112
Licensed in Colorado & Nebraska

� e Haxtun community 
invites you to join in our 

101st annual Corn Festival celebration

"Pulling Together since 1909"
on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022.

We hope to see you there!
Oliver Agency, LLC

Rebecca Oliver, Owner/Insurance Agent

	 A	PARADE	filled	with	youngsters	kicks	off	
the annual Corn Festival Parade each year.  
Kids of all ages are welcome to ride in the 
Kiddie Parade!
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Please join us in celebrating Haxtun’s 101st annual Corn Festival

chshighplains.com

Legg Creations
Custom Computerized Embroidery, Vinyl Lettering,

Truck Signage, DOT Numbers, 
Heat-Transferred Vinyl T-Shirts & More

Kenny & Shirley Legg
(970) 774-7360

Enjoy
 the

Day!!

Page 4 - Haxtun-Fleming Herald - Wednesday, September 14, 2022

 On your mark, get set, 
go!  
 The J. Jeffryes Memo-
rial Run/Walk takes off on 
Saturday, Sept. 24 at 8 a.m.  
The event is hosted on the 
101st annual celebration 
of Haxtun’s Corn Festival.  
Event registration begins 
on main street at 7 a.m.
  Organizer Krystle Ko-
berstein urges participants 
to pre-register for the race 

to insure the number and 
sizes of t-shirts match the 
number of walkers and 
runners.  Those wishing 
to pre-register can contact 
Koberstein at (970) 774-
6600 before Sept. 15.  
 The run/walk, in its 25th 
year, continues to pro-
vide annual scholarships 
to Haxtun High School 
graduates.  The scholar-
ship honors former HHS 
science teacher J. Jeffryes.  
The walk/run originated 
as the “Race for Scouts,” 
with Jeffryes one of those 
responsible for getting the 
event started.
 Last year’s recipients of 
$500 scholarships include 
Haxtun High School gradu-
ates Taylor Schram, Allie 
Thompson, Brooke Plumb 
and Jeff Miner. 

 Registration begins at 7 
a.m. and the run starts at 
8 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
24 in the 200 block of Colo-
rado Avenue on the stage 
near town hall.  The route 
typically then heads north 
towards Haxtun Schools 
before turning west around 
the Haxtun Cemetery.  The 
trail continues east on 
Strohm Street, turns one 
block north on Logan and 
one east on Chase before 
heading back up Colorado, 
ending in front of Town 
Hall where it began.  Due 
to construction and work 
on Town streets, the route 
may change as the event 
date nears. 
 Divisions are divided 
between age groups.  They 
are as follows: five-12 years 
old; 13-18 years old; 19-34 

years old; 35-49 years old; 
and 50 years and over.  
There will be one of each 
division for males and fe-
males.   
 Registration fees are $25 
for adults and $20 for those 
19 years of age and younger 
before Sept. 15.  Thereafter 
it will be $35 for adults and 
$30 for 19 years of age and 
below.  To register, contact 

Koberstein at (970) 774-
6600. 
 The Run awards prizes 
to the top male and female 
winner in the 5K run in 
each division with overall 
male and female winning a 
prize as well.  
 Winners of the event 
will be announced during 
the annual Corn Festival 
Parade.  

Registration	currently	open	for	2022	J.	Jeffryes	event

We’re excited 
for the 101st

Corn Festival 
& hope you 

are too!  
Come enjoy 

the day!
Haxtun 

Locker Plant
390 S. Cooper
(970) 774-6544

 HAXTUN’S Braden Anderson crosses the 
finish	 line	 in	 last	 year’s	 J.	 Jeffryes	Memo-
rial	Scholarship	run.		Anderson	finished	the	
5K race in 17 minutes, 44 seconds shaving 12 
seconds	off	his	time	from	the	prior	year.
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 The Chuck Allen Memo-
rial Crop and Garden Show 
represents the reason Hax-
tun celebrates its annual 
Corn Festival, now in its 
101st year.  
 The crop and garden 
show, sponsored by CHS 
Grainland, will have a new 
location this year.  The 
show, set for Saturday, 
Sept. 24, will be at the 
Haxtun Community Center 
from 1-4 p.m. in the east 
room. 
 The Haxtun Corn Festi-
val started as a celebration 
of harvest and it continues 

101st Annual Corn Festival
2022 Chuck Allen Memorial Crop & Garden Show

Entries will be taken Friday, Sept. 23 from noon to 5 p.m. in the east room of the Haxtun Community Center.  
The Crop Show will be open for viewing on Saturday, Sept. 24 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

First Pioneer National Bank

Enjoy the 101st Annual Corn Festival

MEMBER

FDIC

Saturday Drive-up Banking  8 a.m. - noon

www.fpnb.bank
150 S. Interocean • (970) 854-2227 • 1-800-854-2227 • Holyoke EQUAL HOME

to jubilate the abundance 
produced in the corn fields 
surrounding Haxtun as 
well as the gardens found 
on farms and in town. 
 Entries for numerous 
categories, listed each year 
in an advertisement in this 
special section of The Hax-
tun-Fleming Herald, will be 
taken on Friday, Sept. 23 
from noon to 5 p.m. only.  
All entries must be picked 
up by noon on Sunday, Sept. 
25. 
 Winners in various cat-
egories may pick up prize 
money beginning Monday, 

Sept. 26 at the Haxtun 
Town Hall.  
 Additionally, a dry land 
Corn King and irrigated 
Corn King are to be an-
nounced during the crop 

show.  The king in each cat-
egory will receive a $100 
prize and a place of honor 
in the annual Haxtun Corn 
Festival parade on Satur-
day morning. 

 For more information 
on the Chuck Allen Memo-
rial Crop and Garden Show, 
contact Amanda Goodwin 
at CHS Grainland at (970) 
466-1736. 

Corn Kings to be crowned during Chuck Allen Crop Show

Distribution & Transportation of Petroleum & LP Gas Products 
PA/Sound System Equipment & Installation 

Tire Sales & Service • Car Wash

√ James Scholl
√ Arlan Scholl
√ Garrett Sporhase
√ Matt Jordan

800 East Denver Street Offi ce: (970) 854-3300
P.O. Box 148 Service Center: (970) 854-3628
Holyoke, CO 80734 Facsimile: (970) 854-3304
 Toll Free: 1-800-876-0281

Lauer, Szabo & Associates, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

205 Main Street - P.O. Box 1886
Sterling, CO  80751

(970) 522-2218  FAX (970) 522-2220

We Support the Haxtun Corn Festival



We encourage you to a� end the 
101st Annual Corn Festival 
— a treasured tradition —

and enjoy a day full 
of fun and activities 
with your friends.

Paoli Farmers Coop Elevator Co.
Paoli, CO

(970) 774-7234

Corn Festival has been a 
Great Tradition for 101 years.  
We hope you enjoy this day 

with your family.  

Spelts Roofi ng
Josh & Jessica Freeman

226 S. Colorado • Haxtun • (970) 774-6554
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 This marks the 32nd year 
for the annual Johnny Mill-
er Memorial two-cylinder 
Tractor Pull held during 
Haxtun’s Corn Festival.  
 The Pull starts at 1 p.m. 
west of the Haxtun arena 
on Saturday, Sept. 24, and 
honors the late Johnny 
Miller, who owned and oper-
ated Miller Implement, the 
John Deere Dealership, in 
Haxtun for many years.   
 The Pull became an an-
nual feature of the Haxtun 
Corn Festival starting in 
1990 and has remained a 
part of the festival since 
then.
 In 2005, the group of 
sponsors added a second 
tractor pull sponsored by 
the Platte Valley Tractor 
Association, making it a 
two-day event.  The Platte 
Valley Pull is scheduled for 
Sunday, Sept. 25, beginning 
at 10 a.m. and also takes 
place north of the Haxtun 
arena.
 Tractor pulls are a test of 
power in which the tractors 
pull a motorized sled over a 
300-foot track.
 The Johnny Miller Me-
morial Pull is limited to 
John Deere two-cylinder 
tractors.
 Sunday's Platte Valley 
Pull is open to all types and 
models of antique tractors.
 The first ever Johnny 
Miller Memorial Pull was or-
ganized by Charlie Triplette, 
Ron Thompson, Roland Bar-
key, August Krehmeyer, 
Tommy Thompson, Robert 
L. Fetzer, Dennis Ulmer, 
Arnie Constance, Rex Ha-
deen, Mary Miller and Dave 
Fetzer.
 In the past, the pulls have 
drawn participation from 
all over Colorado, western 
Nebraska, Wyoming and 
Kansas.
 In past years, prizes have 

been awarded for: most 
original, oldest, newest, 
most unique and for the 
one traveling the farthest 
to participate.

 For more information, 
contact Phil Hart at (970) 
774-7193 or (970) 520-
1516, or Mark Lambert at 
(970) 520-5470.

 For decades Corn Fes-
tival goers have started 
their day with pancakes, 
bacon and eggs at the Hax-
tun Fire Hall and the 101st 
is no different.  The Haxtun 
Volunteer Fireman will 
host their annual break-
fast this year at the fire 
hall, located at the corner 
of Colorado Avenue and 
Strohm Street. 
 Each year the local 
fire department serves a 
hearty breakfast of pan-
cakes, eggs and bacon from 

7-9 a.m.  This year’s event 
is slated for Saturday, Sept. 
24 in downtown Haxtun.  
 The breakfast is served 
as a freewill offering.  Typi-
cally funds raised during 
the breakfast benefit needs 
of the department or other 
needs within the Haxtun 
community 
 Last year, funds donated 
at the annual breakfast 
were used for training and 
equipment needs, accord-
ing to Fire Chief Ron Car-
penter. 

Haxtun Firemen to 
host annual breakfast

 FESTIVAL GOERS fuel up for full day at 
the Haxtun Volunteer Fire Department’s an-
nual pancake breakfast served from 7-9 a.m.

Johnny Miller Memorial Pull planned
followed by antique pull on Sunday 

Haxtun Cor n Fest ival 
5K Fun Run/Walk

Sat urday,
Sept. 24   in  Haxtun

Regist er  Today!
Registration forms available on the 

Haxtun Corn Festival Facebook Page
or at Hofmeister Insurance Agency,

Haxtun Town Hall, Haxtun Schools & 
Haxtun Community Federal Credit Union.

Stick around after the race 
& the festivities of enjoy

Corn Festival: 101!
Sat urday, Sept. 24 in Haxtun!



Please join us in our annual harvest celebration 
at Haxtun’s 101st annual Corn Festival on

Saturday, Sept. 24

CornerStone Hay
KC & Denise Brammer
21501 CR 30, Haxtun • (970) 774-4HAY

Join us for Haxtun’s honored tradition —
THE  101ST ANNUAL  CORN  FESTIVAL!

Come see us between the hours of 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on Corn Festival day, Saturday, Sept. 24!

105 W. First St., Haxtun • (970) 774-6282
Regular store hours:

Monday-Saturday, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
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 Petunias, dahlia, mums, 
zinnias, roses … beautiful 
flowers and arrangements 
of all kinds decorate the 
Haxtun Town Hall the last 
weekend in September.  The 
annual Violet Mae Anderson 
Memorial Flower Show win-
ner and entrants will be on 
display on Saturday, Sept. 
24.  Judging is held on Fri-
day, Sept. 23. 
 The annual flower show 
opens with a time to enter 
arrangements on Friday, 
Sept. 23 between 4 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. at the Haxtun 
Town Hall.  Judging begins 
at 5:30 p.m.
 The contest is open to 
the public in two divisions, 
adults over 15 years of age, 
and 15 years of age and un-
der.  Single bloom categories 
in addition to snapdragon in-
clude rose, dahlia, mum, pe-

tunia, zinnia and entrant’s 
choice.
 Arrangements, in addi-
tion to Roadside Bouquets, 
may be entered as mixed 
(two or more varieties), 

mini small container/small 
blooms and a festival theme 
with the entrant’s choice of 
fresh flowers that best rep-
resent the theme “Pulling 
Together Since 1909.”  No 

artificial flowers are allowed. 
 The public can view the 
entries on display at Haxtun 
Town Hall during Haxtun’s 
101st annual Corn Festival 
on Saturday, Sept. 24.  

 Contact Chris Kuehn at 
(970) 580-9101 for more in-
formation about the flower 
show or find the Haxtun 
Corn Festival page on Face-
book. 

Flower judging set for Friday; displays to remain for Saturday

Sales: (970) 522-4326
531 W. Main, Sterling

www.sterlingautosales.net

For three generations, 
Sterling Auto Sales 

has provided quality vehicles with 
people and services you can depend on.

The sign
of the
finest.

• ALL QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES • PRE-INSPECTED BY ASE CERTIFIED TECHS • GREAT FINANCING AVAILABLE — ALL CREDIT TYPES

531 W. Main, Sterling
Sales: (970) 522-4326

www.sterlingautosales.net

Enjoy Haxtun’s 101st Annual Corn Festival!

Proud to be Family Owned & Operated Since 1961



Haxtun’s 101st Annual
Corn Festival —

an honored tradition.

128 S. Colorado - Haxtun
(970) 774-6141

www.pwcbank.com EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

MEMBER

FDIC

Bring the entire family 
& Enjoy the day — 

There’s fun for all ages!

Central  Plains Equipment

280 n. sunfl ower Dr., holyoke, co 80734
(970) 854-4535

encourages you to come enjoy the
full day of activities at the 101st annual

 Haxtun Corn Festival
Saturday, September 24, 2022

Thompson Electric Incorporated
resiDential • commercial • irrigation

Bring the family to Haxtun Corn Festival 
& enjoy the day.  There’s fun for all ages!

scott thomPson
13595 cr 42, haxtun • (970) 774-7226

Center pivot machines PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS GUARANTEED

northeast coloraDo PmDi sPecialist
Precision Management Drip Irrigation

The choice is simple.

Authorized dealer
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Proudly Haxtun Native

kurtzers.com

 Adorable outfits and 
words of wisdom … prepare 
for cuteness overload com-

ing from contestants when 
the Lil’ Mr. and Miss Corn 
Festival contest takes over 

the main stage at Haxtun’s 
101st annual Corn Festival 
on Saturday, Sept. 24. 
 Eligible ages for the con-
test are three to six years 
old.  
 The contest starts after 
the parade in downtown 
Haxtun on the main stage, 
prior to the Haxtun FFA 
member auction.
 Pre-registration is re-
quired and children are 
to gather behind the stage 
before the contest starts.  
Children must be regis-
tered by Friday, Sept. 23.  
A parent or legal guardian 
must accompany the par-
ticipating child. 
 Ac c o r d i n g  t o  Pa i ge 
Thompson, contest orga-
nizer, the announcer plans 
to introduce each child and 
ask each to name his or her 
parents.  Each must also 
answer a series of three 
questions and perform a 
short talent.  Thompson 
said the talent performance 
may be as simple as singing 
the ABCs.  
 Three out-of-town judges 
determine the winners.  
First place winners receive 
crowns and sashes and will 
be asked to ride in the fol-
lowing year’s Corn Festival 
parade.  
 All participants receive 
a prize.
 Mr. Carter Anderson and 
Miss Amber Edwards won 
the titles in 2021 and have 
been invited to ride in this 
year’s parade.
 Contact Paige Thompson 
at (970) 580-3709 to pre-
register or for more infor-
mation.  

Little Mr./Miss Corn Fest to be 
crowned after Saturday’s parade

 REIGNING LIL’ Mr. and Miss Corn Fes-
tival Carter Anderson and Amber Edwards 
will hand over their crowns during the 101st 
Corn Festival on Saturday, Sept. 24.  The Lit-
tle Mr./Miss Corn Festival contest is sched-
uled to take place on the stage in downtown 
Haxtun following the parade.

weekly coverage of the haxtun & fleming communities

www.hfherald.com
check us out toDay!
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2-bedroom • 1-bath 
Original hardwood fl oors

Unfi nished basement with lots of po-
tential. Wood siding and metal roof. 
New furnace. Fenced yard.  Being 
sold “AS IS.”

See for yourself why 
Haxtun’s traditions 

hold strong for 100+ years!

Tyler & Laura Knode
221 S. Colorado Ave., Haxtun

(970) 774-4500

www.knode-realtyauction.com

WE HAVE LAND LISTED IN
PHILLIPS & LOGAN COUNTIES!

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

NEW PRICE!!  230 N. Logan Ave., Haxtun • $119,000

8927 CR 13, Haxtun • $300,000
37.37 acres • Main Home & Attached Bunk House

Oversized 3-car attached garage • 2 kitchens • 2 laundry rooms
7 bedrooms • 5 bathrooms • Barn with 2 overhead doors

322 Cleveland St., Sterling • $180,000
3-bedroom • 1-bath

1-car detached garage
Privacy fenced back yard, metal 
siding, sprinkler system, forced air 
& central air.  Great location: near 
NJC, Rec Center, middle & high 
schools

Schedule viewings with 
Laura TODAY!
(970) 580-5312

READY TO SCHEDULE AN AUCTION?
CALL TYLER AT (970) 580-5311
With decades of experience — 
We’re the best in the business!
Come see us in action at the
annual Haxtun FFA Auction, 
Sept. 24th in downtown Haxtun!

1994 modular in outstanding con-
dition. Quonset & lighted arena. 
Unique: Horse Golf Course!  All 
livestock panels & tanks stay.

 Going once, going twice, 
sold!  The annual Haxtun 
FFA member auction is set 
to take place on Saturday, 
Sept. 24.  The auction takes 
place on the main stage 
downtown Haxtun following 
the parade and Lil’ Mr. and 
Miss Corn Festival contest, 
around 12 noon. 
 The sale offers the op-
portunity for locals to pur-
chase labor by Haxtun High 
School FFA members.  Those 
who win the bid receive a 
commitment of eight hours 
of labor from the student 
purchased.  All bid prices 
are per hour.
 FFA advisor Jeff Plumb, 

who oversees the event 
each year, said the students 
appreciate those who con-
tinue to support the pro-
gram in this way and noted 
that bidders are welcome to 
partner with each other to 
purchase a worker.  
 “Splitting a worker’s time 
between two bidders is per-
fectly fine,” he said, adding 
that there are 60 students 
signed up for FFA this year.  
“So, it really adds up when 
you start paying for that 
many kids to participate in 
everything that goes on.”
 The money raised helps 
pay for students to attend 
State and National conven-

tions and other activities 
throughout the year.  Years 
when the auctions are ex-
ceptionally successful, the 
local FFA uses any excess 
with a fund established to 
assist families facing finan-
cial crisis.  Typically the 
annual FFA auction brings 
in roughly $25,000.  
 The auction is the only 
fundraiser the Haxtun FFA 
members conduct through-
out the year.  FFA members 
also help sponsor service 
activities throughout the 
community. 
 Buyers are later invited 
and treated to an oyster fry 
dinner served by the local 

 HAXTUN FFA MEMBERS ride the Chapter’s Grain Train through 
last year’s parade.

Proudly Haxtun Native

kurtzers.com

Haxtun FFA Chapter to hold annual fundraising auction
FFA members.  For more 
information on this year’s 

auction, contact Plumb at 
(970) 774-6111. 
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Violet Mae Anderson Memorial
FLOWER SHOW
Single Bloom
1. Rose
2. Dahlia
3. Mum
4. Petunia
5. Zinnia
6. Snapdragon
7. Entrant’s Choice

*No artifi cial fl owers, 
please!

Arrangements
1. Mixed: More than 2 varieties
2. Mini: Small container/small 

blooms
3. Roadside Bouquet: Mixed, 

dried & fresh blooms
4. Festival Theme: Your choice 

of  fl owers that 
 represent the theme — 
 “Pulling Together Since 1909”

Enter your herbs!
2 Divisions: 

Adult (15+) & Youth (Under 15)

Bring entries to 
Haxtun Town Hall 
from 4-5:30 p.m., 
Friday, Sept. 23 For more info, 

call Chris Kuehn 
at (970) 580-9101.

 The Haxtun High School 
Alumni Association plans 
to meet during the 101st an-

nual Corn Festival celebra-
tion slated for Saturday, 
Sept. 24.  An open house 

is scheduled from 2-4 p.m. 
at the Haxtun High School 
gymnasium. 
 Refreshments will be 
served during the open 
house, which is open to the 
public.  A short business 
meeting will be held at 3 
p.m.  
 A freewill offering will 
take place during the gath-
ering, which benefits the 
Haxtun Alumni Scholar-

ship fund.  
 Each year the Haxtun 
High School Alumni As-
sociation gives two $500 
scholarships to graduat-
ing seniors.  Last year 
scholarship funds went to 
K’lyn Bornhoft and Macie 
Davis. 
 The Haxtun graduating 
Class of 1957 is hosting 
the annual alumni meet-
ing at the high school and 

HHS Alumni Open House slated for 2-4 p.m. on Sept. 24
class member Dean Ander-
son plans to emcee.  
 Classes honored this 
year include: 1947, 1952, 
1957, 1962, 1967, 1972 
1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 
1997, 2002, 2007, 2012 
and 2017.
 For more information 
or to donate to the Haxtun 
High School Alumni As-
sociation contact Lavonne 
Hart at (970) 774-7193. 

Come enjoy all the
Corn Festival activities!

Wilson’s Repair
210 E. 1st Street, 

Haxtun
(970) 774-6192

Refer someone 
who opens a 

savings & checking 
account & you’ll each 

receive $25!

Haxtun Community
Federal Credit Union
Serving the community 

for over 80 years.
www.haxtuncu.com

229 S. Colorado Ave., Haxtun 
(970) 774-7396

Cele� ating a

 HAXTUN HIGH SCHOOL’S Class of 1976 marches in the 100th an-
nual Corn Festival parade.

While we were in South 
Dakota, Keith's dad found a 
decent car for us to buy and 
we traded that old coupe in 
for an Oldsmobile."  She said 
they drove the Oldsmobile 
to San Diego, Calif., where 
they stayed long enough to 
get their permanent resi-
dence.  They then drove to 
Seattle, Wash., where Keith 
joined Fighter Pilot Squad-
ron (VC) 41, which he re-
mained a member of for 
the rest of the war.  "And, 
of course I was with him all 
of the time," said Fran.  "He 
was a married man and he 
wanted me with him."
 When Keith went over-
seas with his squadron 
Fran went back to Plain-

view and taught school dur-
ing the war years.  "I taught 
wherever they needed me," 
she said.  Although Fran 
trained to teach music, 
"When the men were called 
to the Army, I taught a 
lot of different subjects, 
including the history and 
geography of Nebraska.  I 
had to learn those subjects 
the same as my students." 
She also taught agriculture 
at one time.
 Keith went overseas in 
March of 1943.  When he 
came back, his Squadron 
reformed, but again as VC 
41.  The squadron then 
went up and down the west 
coast from Washington to 
California, but now Fran 

went with him.  Keith re-
mained in the Navy until 
November of 1945.  He 
received an "Air Medal" for 
bravery in action from the 
United States Congress and 
a Special Citation for lead-
ing flights in the Pacific.  
He left the Navy as a full 
Lieutenant, which is the 
equivalent of a Captain in 
the Army or the Marines.
 After the war, Keith fin-
ished college in Springfield, 
Mass., the National YMCA 
University, in two years and 
then became a high school 
coach in Lauer, which was 
another small town in 
northeast Nebraska.  Fran 
said basketball was Keith's 

Gilliland        from page 1

(See Grand Marshal, page 12)
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Enjoy Haxtun’s 101st Annual Corn Festival!

101 w. Denver st., holyoke
(970) 854-3109

www.hcfcu.org

Holyoke Community 
Federal Credit Union
“YOUR FUTURE IS OUR FUTURE” 

Service Anytime,
Anywhere

 Firemen’s Breakfast, 
Ron Carpenter, (970) 520-
7524;
 J. Jeffryes Memorial 
Run/Walk, Krystle Kober-
stein, (970) 774-6600;
 Kiddie Parade (Bikes 
& Trikes), Kelly and Sara 
Michael, (970) 520-5599;
 Parade, Amanda Freemy-
er, (970) 466-1736; 
 Horses, Chuck Dvorak, 
(970) 774-5678;
 Lil’ Miss and Mr. Haxtun 
Corn Festival, Paige Thomp-
son, (970) 580-3709;

 The High Plains Heritage 
Quilters have volunteers 
ready to assist anyone who 
wishes to display quilts in 
the upcoming quilt show 
hosted along with the 101st 
annual Corn Festival on 
Sept. 24.  
 The quilt show will take 
place at the Haxtun Com-
munity Center from 1-4 
p.m.
 Quilts may be entered 
into display on Thursday, 
Sept. 22 from 10 a.m. to 8 

WE HOPE YOU HAVE 
A WONDERFUL 

CORN FESTIVAL CELEBRATION!

THIS IS MORE THAN WHERE WE LIVE 
- IT’S WHO WE ARE

Premier Farm Credit has been proudly supporting 
agriculture and rural communities with reliable, consistent 

credit and related service for over 100 years.

© 2022 Premier Farm Credit, ACA. All Rights Reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender serving all eligible markets.

STERLING     |     FORT MORGAN     |     YUMA     |     HOLYOKE

PREMIERACA.COM

Haxtun Telephone Company
 We are proud to support the 
101st Annual Haxtun Corn Festival 
and encourage everyone to 
come spend the day in Haxtun 
to enjoy all of the activities.

 A special thank you to the 
committee chairs and the other 
helpers for all the hard work that 
went into making all the festival 
activities a success.

Call us for all your INTERNET needs!
125 E. Fletcher St., Haxtun  • (970) 774-7611

Haxtun Building Center
Jim & Bobbie Helfer, Owners

321 S. Colorado, Haxtun
(970) 774-7655

We are a proud supporter 
of the Haxtun Corn Festival!

Come enjoy all the
Corn Festival activities!

Wilson’s Repair
210 E. 1st Street, 

Haxtun
(970) 774-6192

 Haxtun FFA Auction, Jeff 
Plumb, (970) 774-6111 or 
(970) 774-5400;
 St r e e t  G a m e s ,  J e f f 
Plumb, (970) 774-6111 or 
(970) 774-5400;
 Violet Mae Anderson Me-
morial Flower Show, Chris 
Kuehn, (970) 580-9101;
 Johnny Miller Memo-
rial Tractor Pull, Phil Hart, 
(970) 774-7193 or (970) 
520-1516; or Mark Lam-
bert, (970) 520-5470;
 Golf Tournament, F & H 
Golf Club, (970) 774-6362; 

 Vendors, Abby Henry, 
(970) 580-8980;
 Chuck Allen Memorial 
Crop and Garden Show, CHS 
Grainland, (970) 774-6166;
 Haxtun High School 
Alumni, Lavonne Hart, 
(970) 774-7193.
 High Plains Heritage 
Quilt Show, Diana Green, 
(970) 774-7206. 

People in charge of Corn Fest events

p.m. and Friday, Sept. 23 
from 8 a.m. to noon.  
 The show is for all levels 
and ages of quilters who are 
encouraged to enter quilts 
of all sizes, wall hangings, 
table runners, place mats 
and anything else quilted.  
Please bring in clean from 
pet hair and smoke odors. 
 The 2022 quilt show will 
be open to the public on 
Saturday, Sept. 24 from 1-4 
p.m. in the big room of the 
Haxtun Community Center.  

A quilt raffle will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 24 at 4 p.m. 
and entrants need not be 
present to win.  
 Quilts must be picked up 
by 5 p.m. on the day of show 
by the quilter or designated 
person listed on the entry 
form.  Quilts will begin to be 
released followed the raffle 
at 4 p.m. 
 For more information 
contact Diana Green at 
(970) 520-1529 or (970) 
774-7206.

Quilts to be displayed from 1-4 p.m.
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passion and many of the 
teams he coached earned 
State Championships.
 Fran stopped teaching 
after the war to stay home 
and raise her daughters, 
Marsha, born Oct. 18, 1947 
and Cindy, born Aug. 14, 
1949.  The family, which 
then consisted of Keith, 
Fran and their two daugh-
ters, Marsha and Cindy, 
stayed in Nebraska un-
til Keith purchased the 
Haxtun Community Bank 
in Haxtun in 1964.  Both 
girls finished high school in 
Haxtun.  Marsha graduated 
from Haxtun High School in 
1966 and Cindy in 1967.
 After they moved to Hax-
tun, Fran went back to 
work off and on in Haxtun 
and Holyoke.  Then, when 
Marsha and Cindy started 
college, they needed more 
money so Fran went back 
to teaching vocal music full-
time in Holyoke.  In addi-
tion to teaching music, Fran 
sang in the Haxtun United 
Methodist Church choir.  
She remains a member of 
the Methodist Church, but 
no longer sings in the choir.  
 While her two kids were 
growing up, she was also 
active with their academic, 
musical and athletic en-
deavors.  Cindy said one 
time her class was building 
a float for the annual Corn 
Festival parade and wanted 
to use a piece of furniture 
in the house and her mom 
allowed it.  “She told me to 
use whatever we needed,” 
Cindy said.  Cindy said they 
loaded it up and took it to 
the school to put on the 
float.  Fran was active in the 
Haxtun Booster Club and 
she and Keith went to every 
game, especially football 
games.  Cindy noted that 
her dad was also the official 
timer of the Haxtun Relays 
for quite some time. 
 Keith owned the bank 
for about 12 years, said 

Fran.  He then sold it to a 
man from Denver who then 
sold it to Lloyd Nelson and a 
group of investors.  Nelson 
sold the bank to a Nebraska 
group out of Chappell in 
2003.  The bank's name 
changed to Points West 
Community Bank in April 
of 2008.
 After Keith retired, he 
and Fran traveled to many 
different places either on 
cruise ships or driving with 
tour groups.  "That was 
fun," said Fran. "We went 
on tours to World Fairs with 
groups of people."  They 
also went to South and Cen-
tral America.  She said in 
Central America they went 
across that country via the 
Panama Canal.  "You can 
go from the Atlantic Ocean 
into the Pacific Ocean by 
boat."  She said they liked it 
so much that they decided 
to do it again but that time 
they went from the Pa-
cific Ocean to the Atlantic 
Ocean.  "It was more fun to 
go from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific because they open 
the gates and you are lifted 
higher and higher until you 
get to the Pacific."  She said 
they open the gates and the 
water takes the whole ship 
up a little ways then when 
it gets to that level, you go a 
little ways further and then 
they let out more water and 
it lifts you up a little higher.  
She said you can watch it 
happening and the scenery 
is beautiful.  "It took a lot 
of water to lift that ship up 
even a little bit," said Fran, 
adding that it was neces-
sary to lift the ship because 
the Pacific Ocean is higher 
than the Atlantic Ocean.
 She said they went the 
other way, from the Pacific 
to the Atlantic Ocean, a few 
years later, starting in Cali-
fornia, "but that way is not 
as pretty and thrilling as 
the other way," she said.
 Fran said they also took 

many tours with travel 
companies, traveling to 
Germany, Czechoslovakia 
and France in Central Eu-
rope, then later to England, 
Scotland and Ireland.  She 
said that part of Europe 
is beautiful country as 
well, especially Scotland. 
"I wished we could have 
stayed longer in Scotland."
 In addition to travel-
ing, they also spent time 
in California, where they 
had another home near 
San Francisco, and in Ar-
kansas, where they also 
had a home.  “We were in 
Arkansas both winter and 
summer, but oh, the ice in 
Arkansas in the winter ... 
you have never seen ice un-
til you go there.”  She said 
they stayed a few months in 
those places, mostly to get 
away from winters here.
 Fran said she and Keith 
enjoyed their retirement 
doing a lot of things, includ-
ing a trip to Guam, where 
daughter Cindy and hus-
band Woody were living, 
and they met a lot of people 
that she kept in touch with 
for a time.  She has outlived 
many of them.
 Keith passed away on 
March 6, 1999.  Fran and 
Keith celebrated their 
56th wedding anniversary 
shortly before his death.  
"Today most people don't 
even bother to get married," 
said Fran.  "In the future 
50th wedding anniversaries 
will be a thing of the past."
 Fran made a few trips 
after Keith died, includ-
ing a visit to the Amish in 
Iowa, whom she said are 
wonderful people and awe-
some cooks.  "They have 
big farms and the group I 
was with went out to one 
of those farms and had 
fried chicken and roast 
beef, pies and cakes and 
homemade breads.  There 
was so much to eat that you 
just couldn't believe it."  She 

Grand Marshal              from page 10
said the Amish women also 
make blankets and other 
things besides foods.  "All 
handmade, just beautiful 
things."  She recalled pur-
chasing cookies to enjoy 
on the remainder of the 
tour.  She also took a tour to 
Glenwood Springs and once 
went to the mountains and 
rode the ski lifts to see the 
country.  "I only took a few 
trips without Keith," she 
said.  "It was enjoyable, but 
not as much."
 Daughter Cindy and 
husband Woody Johnson 
recently moved back to 
Haxtun from Guam, they 
now live with Fran to help 
care for her.  Cindy and 
Woody have three children, 
Christine, Eric and Daniel, 
and three grandchildren, 
Evelyn and twins Myles 
and Elian. 
 Marsha, who lives in 
Colorado Springs, was mar-
ried to Craig Garrett, but is 
now divorced.  The Garretts 
have two children, Rachel 
and Samantha.  Marsha’s 
family has grown to in-
clude three grandchildren; 
Nila and Asher DeWolf and 
Oberon Wendell. 
 Fran goes to Denver 
every eight weeks to re-
ceive shots for her macu-
lar degeneration and that 
gives Cindy's daughters 
the opportunity to see her 
so she can see her great-
grandchildren.
 Since she has problems 
with the sight in one eye 
and reading is difficult, 
Fran listens to books, but 
music remains her passion 
although singing is more 
difficult these days.  "I now 
sing in the shower.”  She 
said she was never a pia-
nist, but she did accompany 
other singers.
 Music has changed a lot 
in the past 100 years, said 
Fran.  "You used to have 
orchestras that you could 
dance to all night, now it's 

guitars and western music.  
And that is not my pas-
sion."  One of her favorite 
bandleaders was Glen Mill-
er of Fort Morgan who died 
in World War II.  She has a 
lot of recordings of the mu-
sic she loves, but because 
of changing technology, she 
is not always able to play 
them.  Still, living over 100 
years has not diminished 
Fran's passion for music.
 In fact, Cindy said Fran’s 
favorite part of the annual 
Corn Festival event is the 
bands that march in the 
annual parade.  “She just 
loves the marching bands,” 
Cindy said.  
 Cindy said her dad, who 
had a great respect for fam-
ers, also enjoyed watching 
the farm equipment go 
through the parade.  She 
said Keith and Fran loved 
to see the advances in tech-
nology in new equipment 
but also liked to watch as 
the antique pieces moved 
through because they could 
remember those machines 
while they were in use. 
 “My dad loved farmers, 
he loved harvest and he 
loved the combines,” Cindy 
said.  “They (her mom and 
dad) had a great appre-
ciation for farmers and the 
work they do.”
 Cindy said that in most 
recent years, Fran’s grand-
children enjoy visiting over 
Corn Festival weekend and 
some participate in the J. 
Jeffryes run on Saturday 
morning.  She said the kids 
would go run in the morn-
ing and visit with friends.  
Later they return to Fran’s 
house with lunch from the 
Lions Club stand, which 
really makes her mother 
happy.
 “They just both loved the 
simple life,” Cindy said of 
her parents.  “They always 
loved to travel but they es-
pecially loved coming home 
to Haxtun.”


